


Nepal Wren Babbler Pnoepyga immaculata: 25 years on

Plates 2 & 3. Nepal Wren Babbler Pnoepyga immaculata, Mangoli valley near Nainital, Uttarakhand, India, 5 December 2010.
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Plate 4. Scaly-breasted Wren Babbler Pnoepyga albiventer near Plate 5. Scaly-breasted Wren Babbler near Nainital,
Nainital, Uttarakhand, India, 5 December 2010. Uttarakhand, India, 6 December 2010.
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managed to obtain poor views of one bird. A few
days later we were staying at Nainital when we
disturbed a wren babblerin sparse vegetation below
the village of Mangoli, about 20 km from Nainital
town. It looked a bit plain and unmarked above, so

| played the song of Nepal Wren Babbler. The bird
responded spectacularly, giving exceptionally close
views, and eventually started to sing. | managed to
obtain some photographs (Plates 1-3), which
confirm the features givenin Rasmussen & Anderton
(2005): a lack of pale speckling on the upperparts,
and (less obvious) narrower dark centres to the
feathers of the underparts, giving the breasta more
streaked (less scalloped) appearance. This bird
shows a very narrow blue-grey eye-ring, a feature
also mentioned by Rasmussen & Anderton (2005).
The main conclusion of my 1989 note, that
identification is most reliable when based on song,
remains valid, but with the additional consideration
of Nepal Wren Babbler. Pygmy has a very simple,
two- or three-note song (varying geographically);
Scaly-breasted a short but vigorous warble; Nepal
a similarly vigorous warble, but more uniform in
pitch—c.8-6 kHz, compared with the more strongly
modulated song of Scaly-breasted which varies from
c.2.7kHzto 7.5 kHz (Rasmussen & Anderton 2005).
Nepal Wren Babbler sounds rather thinner and
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higher in pitch than Scaly-breasted. My 1989 note
transcribed its song as seee-u see-u zer-zi-ze-zeand
this remains a fairly accurate rendition. The call
notes of all three species, an abrupt tslick, sound
very similar to my ears, and are unlikely to be more
than a rough guide to the caller’s identity.
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