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Sunda Frogmouth
Batrachostomus cornutus

carrying its young
CLIVE F. MANN

On 29 May 1990 a half-grown, well-feathered chick Sunda Frogmouth
Batrachostomus cornutus and one of its parents were frightened from their nest
when a photographer's hide blew over in the wind and hit the tree close to
their nest. This was situated at a height of about 1.5 m in an exotic Mimosa
tree in a suburban garden near Bandar Seri Begawan, Brunei. After hearing of
this incident, I managed to locate the birds, about three hours later, perching
overhead, about 2.5 m above ground on a thin branch of a neighbouring tree
of the same species. I momentarily glanced away, and when I looked back I
saw the adult take flight and cross the narrow road on which I was standing,
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and disappear into some dense secondary growth at a height of about 2 m.
There appeared to be a bulge near the vent on the left side of the flying bird. I
looked back to the perch for the chick, but it was not to be seen. All branches
were inspected thoroughly, and an exhaustive search of the ground below the
tree was made, but no sign could be found of the chick. It was then that I
realised that the bulge I had seen was almost certainly the chick being carried
away from 'danger' by the adult. Neither has been seen since.

Two and a half months earlier, what was presumably the same adult was
misguidedly removed by the owners of the garden from a nearby tree to save it
from being consumed by ants. The bird clung to the nest, which came away
from the branch. The nest was not recognised as such; and when this was
prised off, what they considered a half-grown chick fell to the ground. The
nest and chick were replaced in the tree, but both disappeared shortly
afterwards, and an exhaustive search for remains turned up nothing. Possibly
in this case also the young was carried away by the parent.

Only one parent has so far been seen. This is of the grey phase. The British
Museum (Natural History) has sexed specimens belonging to the rufous
phase, the grey phase, and an intermediate rufous-grey phase. If the specimens
are correctly sexed it would appear that this species is asexually dichromatic, a
conclusion reached by Marshall (1978).

The carrying of young in flight has been recorded in the Red-tailed Hawk
Buteo jamaicensis, Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus, American Finfoot
Heliornis fulica, Eurasian and American Woodcocks Scolopax rnstica and S.
minor, Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos and White-browed Coucal
Centropussuperciliosus(Campbell and Lack 1985).
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Hook-billed Bulbul Setornis criniger
and Grey-breasted Babbler Malacopteron

albogulare at Barito Ulu, Kalimantan

GUY DUTSON, ROGER WILKINSON and BEN SHELDON

Sheldon (1987) and Holmes and Wall (1989) postulate that Hook-billed
Bulbul Setornis criniger and Grey-breasted (White-throated) Babbler
Malacopteron albogulareare species of nutrient-poor forest such as peatswamp


